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The missing pillar

 The British Council 2020

«Culture shapes the way we understand our lives and the meaning we 

make of them. It lies, therefore, at the basis of any notion of people-

centred development. 

Participation in cultural life, the safeguarding and renewal of heritage, 

creative expression, and the celebration and discovery of diversity, 

among others, are integral to lives worth living»



material culture 

what is it?



Chinni et al. 2021

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2021.103039 



Map of upper and central Adriatic area. Star tags indicate sites, quoted in the text, where gambassini have been found; 

main connection routes are also indicated, in particular between: Ravenna and Florence; via Emilia (between Rimini and 

Piacenza); via Postumia (between Genoa and Aquileia); via Flaminia Maior (between Rimini and Rome). 

Chinni et al. 2021

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2021.103039 



Objects belonging to material culture are 

the spokespersons of technological 

solutions, contamination of tastes, cultural 

relations and commercial exchanges  

The recovery of elements related to the 

technological history of materials from our 

past can be a tool for an active revival of 

the craft tradition, conveying exchanges of 

ideas for technological innovation and 

revitalisation though an active participation 



material culture and CCIs



150traditional crafts 

in danger of disappearing

67
elements in the UNESCO List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in need for 

Urgent Safeguarding

https://heritagecrafts.org.uk/redlist/ 

https://ich.unesco.org/en/listss  



Collaboration between academia, 

enterprises and professionals 

operating in the field of culture and 

creativity can set the basis for the 

revitalisation of traditional crafts and 

manufacture

>tailored educational paths

>new business models

>local-scale traditional manufacture



HORIZON-RIA-CL2-2022-HERITAGE-01-04

Traditional crafts for the future: a new approach

> Revive, valorise and foster traditional crafts techniques and combine them with cutting-

edge technologies

> Bring together the traditional know-how with new and/or digital technologies to develop 

improved and new products, services and professions

> Set up platforms and develop methodologies, curricula, entrepreneurship skills and 

courses for vocational training, to create jobs and revive enterprises where tradition meets 

the future

> Create sustainable relationships and networks between research and heritage sites, 

cultural and creative sectors, institutions, universities and other research institutions, regional 

and national authorities, enterprises and other relevant stakeholders, in order to promote 

innovation, jobs and sustainable growth
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